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Crossed Swords is the latest addition to the list of books dealin& with
Pakistan Army 3Written with an eye on the Western audien, e by a Pakistani
who has settled in USA the book is a wel, ome addition to books on Pakistan
Army3t , ontains some new sour, es and some new information



Infortunately most of the information is ane, dotal and the narrators are
extollin& their own %erforman, e3

4he authors iew%oint is somewhat subje, ti e as he is a brother of one of
the ex , hiefs of Pakistan Army 6 eneral Asif Nawaz3

4he book , ontains some fa, tual errors , some %ossibly ty%n&

errors,ex%e, ted from Oxford Uni ersity Press Pakistan whi, h has a
re%utation of doin&thislome errors are howe er histori, al and fa, tual and
were entirely a oidable3n %a&e 8 ) rd 7i&ht Ca alry of 8 eerut fame is
written as ) rd 7i&ht Infantry and on %a&e 0 be, omes ) rd 7i&ht Ca alry30n
Y%&e !! Ayub 9han is %a, ed in Assam re&ment thou&h Ayub% battalion
offi, er :0&inder Sin&h s%, ifi, ally stated that Ayub 9han was in Chamar

; eSiment in WW 4wo30n %a&e 2! - Naseerullah 9han . abar is %omoted to
lieutenant &eneral and similar fate befalls 8 ajor 6 eneral Sarfaraz 9han on
%&e !'!1)3) 7an,ers be,omes () Ca alry on %a&e ) "130n Y%a&e 27" he

, han&es the ethni, ity of Sardar . alakh Sher 8 azari a . alo, h Seraiki by
,allin& him a Punjabi , an honour that no . alo, h would like to ha e3

A far more serious error Shuja makes while dis, ussin&the ethni, , om%osition
of Pakistan Army on %a&e 17" He states that Sindhis and . alu, hisare (1
%er, ent of Pakistan Army3this is a serious distortion of history3the term

8 uslim Sindhi and . alu, hi abbre iated to 8 S &am% . was & en to

; an&har/9aimkhani/9hanzada ; ajout re, ruitment in Pakistan Army in

(01" s3the aim was to rationalise the re, ruitment of ; an&hars in Pakistan



Army3Fater the usu%er ?ia in order to a%&ase the Sindhis , reated the Sindh
; eS&iment but Sindhis as far as my resae, h re eals are far less than

; an&hars/9aimkhanis/9hanzada ; aj%uts in the army3the ; an&hars are a
si&nifi, ant , lass in fi&hti& arms bein& some at least ) 1 % of armour and
distin, t from Punjabis3the . alo, h are hardly re%esented in the army3s a
matter of fa, t the Pakistan Army has su, h a re%utation in . alo, histan that no
. alo, h would like to join itAll thanks to 6 eneral 8 usharraf,?ia and ?A

. huttos %li, ies3

4hese are ex%e, ted errors and more so from Oxford Uni ersity Press
Pakistan known for , han&n& authors %hoto&ra%h with those of their un, les
on ja, kets of books as they did with Colonel 8 3A Bffendi in his book Punjab
Ca alry %ublished by Oxford Uni ersity Press in ! " " 73lhe old %in, e narrated
to me the sad story when | met him and was also Cuite , heesed off by the
fa, t that the %in, ess runnin& the Oxford Pakistan is too arro&ant to meet
any author or to e en dis, uss anythin& on tele%hone3

It is si&nifi, ant to note that so dis&usted did Bffendi be, ome with this
Ameena Syed of Oxford that he withdrew his books ri&hts from Oxford

Uni ersity Press Pakistan3ts %ossible that Bffendis book was deliberately
sabota&ed by Ameena Syed as her brother bri&adier :a ed Hussian was with
Bffendi in the tank , or% and both did not &et alon& well3

4he abo e errors are insi&nifi, ant3Howe er Shuja has made some asertions
whi, h , an be , lassified as serious errors or e en distortion of history3n
%&e 7( he asserts that, allin& off of O%rational Denus by Pakistan5 , i ilian
& ernment was one of the reasons why the ( 027-28 war failed3 state this
be, ause the sub title of the , ha%er is EWhy the War FailedEDn the other
hand he fails to %int out the major fatal de, ision when the Pakistani

& ernment refused to allow the armoured , ars of (( PADO Ca alry to assist
the tribesmen in breakin&throu&h to Srina&ar3those who are not familiar
should know that the main reason why the tribals failed to take Srina&ar was
be, ause Indian armour , ounteratta, ked them and destroyed them at
Shalaten&3this fa, t was dis, ussed by . ri& AAD Chaudhry also in his
book3D%eration Denus %an , ame mu, h later3At that time the Indian Army
was well established in 9ashmir and well %ised to meet any threatDery few
Yarti, i%nts of the 9ashmir War ha e left any written a, , ounts of their war
ex%erien, es36 eneral ICbal who Yarti, i%ted in the war and later on rose to
the rank of full &neral and Chairman :oint Chiefs of Staff Committee, lon&
after the 9ashmir War made one ery thouéht %0 okin&remark about the
9ashmir War in an arti, le in the Pakistan Army 6reen . ook ( 00! 34his

%arti, ular %ubli, ation was sub titled 3Aear of the Senior Field Commanders3
ICbal wrote' 55urin& ( 028 9ashmir O%erations | saw one senior offi, er sittin&
miles behind the frontline and , ountin&a ailability of mules and rations3He
had rele&ated the fi&htin&to a senior battalion , ommander 3n (0-) on, e

8 ajor 6eneral Fazal | 8 uCueem 9han in his book 4he Story of Pakistan



Army Fazal thus wrote' 3o the ArmyS horror, Pakistan durin& her &reatest
hour of trium% in 9ashmir a&reed to a, , e% the , easefire38t was diffi, ult to
understand why Pakistan let that 0%@rtunity %ass3Was it assumed
weakness' or as a result of %essin&ad i, e' or from mis%a, ed , hi alry
towards an unfriendly nei&hbour in distressHWhate er the reason,Pakistans
relu, tan, e to a, , e% the risks of , ontinuin& the war,, ost her 9ashmir at that
time3lt was a risk worth takin&E

4he Pakistani atta, k for, e , olle, ted for O%ration Denus , onsisted of about
six infantry battalions and two armoured re&ments340 0%®se this the
Indians had two infantry bri&des |1" Para . ri&de and 8" Infantry
. ri&de) 3In addition there were two armoured re&iments in the same area
ix3Central India Horse and the Ge, , an Horse 3In addition the Indians also
%ossessed more than (" other armoured re&iments whi, h were not in
9ashmir but in Punjab or Western UP and , ould mo e to 9ashmir3We shall
see in ( 0- 1 how Pakistani armour fun, tioned and the reader , an kee%that
as a yardsti, k in order to a% e, iate how Pakistani armour and infantry
would ha e beha ed in O%ration Denus' had it been e er laun, hedkrazal
does not ex%ain how , a%ure Of . eri Pattan brid&e would ha e led to
, om%ete , olla%e of Indian hold o er 9ashmir,a%art from tem%orary
se erin&of the line of , ommuni, ation to Poon, h» reater %art of the Central
India Horse was at Nowshera , lose to . eri Pattan while Ge, , an Horse in
Chamb-Akhnur area was also within strikin& ran&e and the battle would ha e
been a hotly , ontested affairkShaukat ; iza did not take the extreme
iew%oint similar to Fazals when he wrote his book on Pakistan Army3He
merely said that n Ge, ember )" both sides saw the wisdom of , ease-fire33

7ately in an arti, le 6 eneral 938 Arif ado%ed a more rational iew%oint, when
he stated that the 9ashmir War of ( 028 was mismana&ed sim%y be, ause
Pakistan was not in a %osition to fiht it su, , essfully summin& it u%by
statin&' 3t is too hazardous a risk to fi&t a war on ad ho, basis3lhere is no
doubt that Pakistan was in a fa ourable %osition to win the 9ashmir War at
least till the first week of No ember38r :innah exhibited &eat Cou%de Oeil
when he ordered 6ra, ey to em%oy two bri&ades and ad an, e with one
briGade ea, h towards :ammu and Srina&ar3. ut 8 r :innah was unlu, ky in
%ossessin& no one like Patel and his Prime 8 inister and his entire Cabinet
%0 ed to be an undoubted failure at least as a war , abinetK8 r :innah5%

de, ision not to ha e a Pakistani C in C althou&h taken in the best interest of
the , ountry and the Army as 8 r :innah saw it ensured that the . ritish a, tin&
Cin C %o, edurally blo, ked the exe, ution of 8 r :innah% orders in O, tober to
atta, k 9ashmir3Pakistan was unlu, ky in ha in&a man like Iskandar 8 irza at
the 8 inistry of Gefen, e®B irza did not ad ise 8r:innah , orre, tly and the fa, t
that he had hardly ser ed in the Army and did not understand military affairs
further ensured that 8 r :innah and the Prime 8 inister remained as i&norant
as they were about military affairs as they were when they were in hi&h

s, hool3lt is in, orre, t to, riti, ise 7iaCat for O%ration Denus sin, e in



Ge, ember (028 the Indian %osition was mu, h more se, ure than in
(027FiaCat, an be, riti, ised for not e er isitin&9ashmir while the war was
on and for not standin& by 8 r :innah in %essurisin&6ra, ey in O, tober (027
to order the Army to atta, k 9ashmir3Had a Pakistani C in C been a%®inted
e enin Ge, ember orin 8ar, h (028 the Indians may not ha e held on to
Poon, h-Nowshera area at least3Had 8 ajor 8 asud been allowed with his
armoured , ars on Gomel-. aramula ; oad des%te 6 hazanfar Ali and Sher
9hanX obje, tions'Srina&r may ha e been , a%ured by the 4ribesmen by
first week of No ember ( 02734he Indians were lu, ky in ha in&

, om%arati ely more re&ular army offi, ers who led from the front and is

e ident from hi&her offi, er , asualties amon& Indian Army offi, ers abo e the
rank of ,a%ain is a is the Pakistan Army3

4he treatment of ( 817 is also ery su%erfi, ial3the author states that the

. en&8al Army whi, h rebelled some 8" % were Purbias |%a&e3/] , but fails to
%oint out that the ast majority of , a alry whi, h led the rebellion notably at
8eerutizx ) rd 7i&ht Ca alry whi, h a, tually , a%ured Gelhi was 8 uslim and
mostly ; an&har 8 uslim3is use of the term . ritish for the %e ( 818 %eriod is
also fa, tually in, orre, t as India till ( 818 was ruled by the Bn&8ish Bast India
Com%any usin& mostly its %i ate . en&al Army ,8 adras Army,. ombay Army ,
its %i ate Buro%ean re&ments and some re&ments on rent from . ritish
Army to , onCuer entire India3

In dis, ussion of 8 artial ; a, es 4heory the author totally i&ores the fa, t that
Punjab 7oyalty in (817 to the . ritish was one of the main reasons why
martial ra, es theory was e ol ed3this is a sim%e %oint noted e en by . ritish
writers like Phili%8 ason3the author also fails to note the %liti, ally im%ortant
fa, t that the Bn&8dish Bast India Com%any% army was the kni&ht in shinin&
armour whi, h sa ed the 8 uslims of Punjab and settled areas of %esent
Pashtun NWFP from the Sikhs who were usin& 8 uslim 8 osCues as stables
&un%owder ma&azines and %asterin& their walls with , owdun&3®erha% this
fa, t did not suit the martial ra, es ruled by a (" % minority,the Sikhs in the
Punjab and settled Pashtun areas for more than four de, ades in Punjab and
some two de, ades in modern NWFPS settled distri, ts3

4he author talks about martial ra, es theory and thinks that martial ra, es
theory was all about Punjab and Frontier as it is now but %erha% does not
know that one of martial ra, es theorys most famous ex%nent 8 ajor 6 eneral
8 a, munn re&arded the 9hanzada ; aj%uts of Firoz%ur :hirka as the finest
fi&htin&ra, e in India3

4he author also fails to note that the Sikhs were in majority in the fi&htin&
arms till First World War and were redu, ed to a minority by bein&re%a, ed
with Punjabi 8 uslims after First World War be, ause the Punjabi 8 uslims were
reSarded as Yhenomenally loyal , e en a&ainst 8 uslims by the . ritish3thus
the author, on eniently i&nores two im%ortant de elo%ments of WW One i3



the Sin&a%ore rebellion of (! Oth 7i&ht Infantry by ; an&har 8 uslims and the
tribal Pashtun mutinies a&ainst . ritish as a result of whi, h tribal Pashtun
re, ruitment was redu, ed to the &in of Punjabi 8 uslims3

In dis, ussion of Ayub 9han the author totally i&nores alle&ations about
Ayub5 ta, fi, al timidity in . urma3this in, ident was dis, ussed by three writers
of the time3® ajor 6 eneral :0&inder Sin&h of Indian Army who was Ayub%
battalion mate , Sardar Shaukat Hayat who was an ex Indian Army offi, er
and 8 ajor 6 eneral Sher Ali 9han3n an arti, le . ri&adier Nur Hussain a reliable
authority did state that Ayub 9han was , lose to 6eneral 6ra, ey be, ause
they drank to&ether3

4he authors dis, ussion of old offi, ers is also %artial 0On %@&e ) ( he notes that
. riGadier 6ul 8 awaz &t an 8 C, a medal whi, h many earned but fails to
note that 8 ajor 6 eneral Akbar 9han won a GSO whi, h is hi&her in s, ale than
8 CONn %&e ) ) he states that EAkbar 9han who &ained notoriety in

9ashmir ZBE Akbar 9han was the %oneer of 9ashmir war but Shuja thinks
that he was notorious3A stran&e assertion3

8 r :innah% histori, de, ision of , reatin&two infantry battalions of . en&alis is
also not all dis, ussed by the author3t may be noted that Ayub 9han refused
to ex%and the Bast . en&al ; e&ment till ( 0- - as a result of whi, h the

. en8alis were further alienated for not bein& & en the due share in the
armed for, es3his de, ision was re ersed by Aahya 9han in ( 0- - but by then
it was too little too late3

4he authors analysis of ori&in of offi, er , or% is also su%erfi, ialHe fails to
note the 1" % ranker Cuota that the . ritish ke% for Indian rankers in the
offi, ers sele, ted for I8 A Gehra Gun in order to kee%the Indian offi, er , or%
sla ish and ba, kward3

4he author does note the fa, t that Pakistani SS6 , a%ured Indian War Plan
on Samba 9athua road before the war a, tually started but fails to note the
fa, t that it was PakistanX 8 ilitary Intelli&en, e led by Gire, tor 8 ilitary
Intelli&en, e . riGadier Irshad who refused to & e any serious thou&ht to this
dis, 0 ery and dismissed it as an Indian ruse3this was re ealed to this s, ribe
in an inter iew by 8 ajor 6 eneral Naseerullah 9han . abarin 8ar,h ! "" (3

4he most serious distortion of history , ommitted by 8 r Shuja Nawaz is on
%a&e ! - when he & es the ,redit of ' 1 Ca alry5 a, tion of 8th Se%ember
(0-1 at 6ad&or to . riGadier Abdul Ali 8 alik3the authority he Cuotes is Farouk
Adam , then a ery junior offi, er and notin ! 2 . ri&ade HeadCuarter3

It must be , larified that a &od military historian or analysts %ime
moti ation in all writin& has been to endea our to write Ewhat men didE
rather than what BEhey ou&ht ideally to ha e doneE or what Esomeone later



with the benefit of hindsi&ht tried to %ortray , what they had doneE34hus the
analysis of Chawinda . attle done with %ure loyalty to ser i, e without any
inter arm ri alry or nationalisti, moti ation3Pure and unadulterated military
history filtered dis%assionately se%aratin&fa, t from fi, tion and myth from
reality3History as Frederi, k the 6reat on, e said , an be well written only in a
free , ountry and ours has been , ontinuously under , i il or military di, tators
sin,e (0183

| maintain as one &eat master of Bn&8ish %ose said that Eall history so far as
it is not su%®®rted by , ontem%orary e iden, e is roman, eEK

. attle of Chawinda was thus not roman, eKWhat many in this , ountry wrote
and was outwardly military history was essentially E oman, eEKIns%rin&,
su%erhuman but a myth %omis, uously mixed with realitykKChan, e %ays a
key role in battle and at Chawinda , han, e %4ayed a ery im%ortant roleK
Nisar, when he de%oyed ! 1 Ca alry did not know what was in front of him K
99 Sin&h Commander ( st Indian . ri&de also did not know what was in front
of himK4his mutual i&noran, e sa ed Pakistan on that, ru, ial day K7ater
heroes were , reatedKl re%eat EHeroes were , reatedEK4he hero had to be
from the Salt ; an&e howe er KAt least Shuja Nawaz wants it this way K
What were the key fa, tsH8 ost im%ortant tan&ible fa, t was E asualtiesE K
4dhese were deliberately hidden sin, e these would ha e let the , at out of the
ba&KB eryone would ha e dis, o ered who really fousht and who &ot
&allantry awards on %aro, hial,re&mental or old boy links KHow many were
killed in the bi&&est military blunder EO%eration 6ibraltarBK4his is 40%Se, ret
KHow many infantry men died at ChawindaHA&ain no mention of any
filuresK4he real moti ation here is not national interest but to %eser e or
more im%ortant to ES&uard re%utationsE

Now lets talk about the broad front de%doyment that Shuja Nawaz refers to
3there is no doubt that the Bbroad front de%doymentE was done by Nisar and
Nisar alone and . ri&dier Abdul Ali 8 alik had no role in it3It is another matter
that Nisar also did not know what was in front of him3It was like :utland

when both , ontendin& fleets were runnin& towards ea, h other at ex%ess
train s%eed3Why Nisar beha ed as he did and what a, tually ha%&ened e en
today is hard to understand, whate er anyone may , laim now with the
benefit of hindsi&htK

Shuja Nawaz here in his - "" %&e book offers no tan&ible %oof that the

a, tions of I 1 Ca alry had anythin&to do with what . ri& A3A 8 alik told Nisar3
Nisar was told to Edo somethin&E as , learly stated by an authority no less
than Pakistan Army3% offi, ial historian 8 ajor 6 eneral Shaukat ; iza,a%/arently
not from :helum or from North of Chenab by a twist of fate 3there is no doubt
that Nisar did somethin& without the least , lue of what was in front of him3
4dhe im%ortant thin&is that Nisar did somethin& rather than &ettin& %aralysed
into inertia and ina, tionK4he EGo Somethin&E order by . ri&k AA 8 alik to 7t
Col Nisar CO ! 1 Ca alry should not ha e been &orified to somethin& hi&her



by Shuja Nawaz sim%y on authority of an arti, le written by a %erson who
was a ,om%any ! IC in an infantry battalion of ! 2 . ri&de and that too only in
( 00! 3this is a serious histori, al failin&3At least in a military historian but is
the Oxford Uni ersity Press Pakistan run by %ofessionals30ne may ask
Colonel 8 A Bffendi3

4he fa, t that Abdul A71 8 alik was a , lose relati e of Shuja Nawazls wife
makes this distortion a distortion %ar ex, ellen, e3

4he same words of . ri& AA 8 alik EGo Somethin&E were re%eated by Nisar in
his arti, le %ublished in Pakistan Army :ournal in (0073Perha% Shuja Nawaz
did not read all the a, , ounts of dire, t %arti, i%ntsPerfe, tly ex, usable as he
is based in USA3 ut not &od military history , ertainly3the fa, tis thatthe !'1
Ca alry on 8th Se%ember ( 0- 1 was fun, tionin&ina a,uum3 ri& ARA 8 alik
had no , lue about armour warfare and Nisar had no hi&her armour
headCuarter to &ide him3! 2 . riGade had two infantry units, one whi, h had
been o errun and dis%ersed on 8th Se%ember i) FF and ! Punjab whi, h
was at Chawinda34he , ru, ial a, tion took %a, e at 6 ad&or few miles north of
Chawinda in whi, h !'1 Ca alry fa, ed the entire Indian ( st Armoured Gi ision3
4his was an extraordinary situation and Nisar a, ted on his own best
jud&ement sin, e 8 alik had abdi, ated to Nisar by statin&that he should do
somethin&3It is another thin& that Nisar also did not know what was in front
of him and a, ted boldly and un, on entionally3Had he known what was in
front of him he may ha e been %aralysed by inertia and ina, tionK. ut this is
s%e, ulation and some %art of history always remains unfathomed and
hiddenKNisar a, ted throu&h sheer reflex and de%oyed his unit in an
im%om%u manner34he fire fi&ht whi, h took %a, e at 6ad&or between "0""
hours and (! "" hours was a %ure tank ersus tank affair3!1 Ca alry ersus
two leadin& tank re&ments of Indian ( st Armoured Gi isionK4hus the Indian
Armoured Cor% historian stated E4he Armoured . ri&de had been blo, ked
by two sCuadrons of Pattons and in the first en, ounter had lost more tanks
than the enemy had38he worst , onseCuen, e of the days battle was its
%aralysin& effe, t on the minds of the hi&her , ommanders3it took them
another 28 hours to , ontem%ate the next mo e34his inter al & e
Pakistanis time to de%oy their - th Armoured Gi ision38n fa, t the &olden
o%¥ertunity that fate had offered to the ( st Armoured Gi ision to make
worthwhile &ins had been irretrie ably lostEl; efers-Pa&es-) 0) &am% ) 02-
History of Indian Armoured Cor%s-6 ur, haran Sin& Sandhu-Dision . ooks-
Gelhi-( 00" J34hus the Indians a, knowled&ed Ehis re&iments I!' 1 Ca alry)
%erforman, e was , ertainly , reditable be, ause it alone stood between the ( st
Indian Armoured di ision and its obje, ti e, the 8; 7, analBE3; efers-Pa&e-) 01-
Ibid) 3

4his is not the only sour, e3B ajor Shamshad a dire, t Yarti, i%nt has already
stated on re, ord that S:s were awarded to some offi, ers for an atta, k in
whi, h not a sin&€de man was killed on both sidesKHere he refers to 8 ajor



Farouk Adam3this reminds me of an in, ident in armour s, hool Nowshera in
( 00( 3 was an instru, tor in 4a, ti, al Win&3the Senior Instru, tor in, har&e of
the Aoun& Offi, ers 4a, ti, al , ourse asked us , EShould we & e an Al%a
6radeE 38y lone re%y was that no Sir, sin, e Armour S, hool & es Al%a to
sons of &nerals only 3this was a norm then 3the Infantry S, hool where | did
the junior ta, ti, al , ourse but later on it started & in&al%as after (081 to
obli&e some sons of &enerals3 ut that is how Pakistan Army is3

4he histori, al fa, t remains that ! 1 Ca alry was %art of ! 2 . ri&ade but all that
Nisar its CO did on the , ru, ial 8th Se%ember at 6 ad&or was based on his
own jud&ement30n Oth and ( "th Se%ember no fichtin& took %a, e as
Indians had withdrawn their armoured di ision to the , rossroads30n ( "th
Se%ember, - Armoured Gi ision took o erand ! 2 . riSfade was a %art of -
Armoured Gi ision30n 8th Se%ember there was a a, uum and Nisar a, ted
in a sitaution whi, h , an be , lassified as one , hara, terised by Eabsen, e of

, lear and %e, ise ordersEK

Shaukat ; iza% book is basi, ally a , om%lation of existin&fa, ts3It has

histori, al alue sin, e ; iza was allowed a, , ess to offi, ial re, ordsBhaukat had
no axe to &ind 3Shuja Nawaz by his own , onfession is a , lose relati e of AA
8 alik3

Shuja also for&ets . ri&k A3A 8 aliks reCuest to withdraw when Indian tanks
had , rossed the railway line on ( - th Se%ember and o, , u%ed . uttur
Go&randi and Sodreke34his fa, t was brou&ht to li&ht not by the mu, h

, riti, ised Shaukat ; iza but by the then 6 SO-! of - Armoured Gi ision 8 ajor
Ilater 6 eneral 98 Arif], first more bluntly in Pakistan Army 6reen . ook-( 00)
and a&ain a little ta, tfully in his re, ently %ublished book 9haki Shadows3

4hus no , onne, tion with ) FF, an infantry unit whi, h as far as | know suffered
more , asualties than any other infantry unit at Chawinda3) FF fou&ht
admirably but was laun, hed thou&htlessly as brou&ht out by 8 ajor
Shamshad in his letter %ublished in Se% ! " " ( G: and , onseCuently suffered
enormous , asualties at Sodreke-. uttur Go&randi area3Shamshad was the
tank troo%leader in su%®®rt of ) FF when it disastrously atta, ked . uttur
Go&randi3In o%nion of Shamshad, the atta, k had failed not due to any fault
of ) FF but be, ause of %or %4annin& by Commander ! 2 . ri&de3

B en at formation le el Chawinda was not a bi& battle in terms of , asualties
sin, e the Indian ( Cor% suffered less , asualties than ( ( Indian Cor% in; a i
Sutlej Corridor3

AR 8 aliks %oorly “danned , ounteratta, ks leadin&to bloody , asualties for
Pakistan Army were also dis, ussed by 8 ajor 6 eneral Fazal i 8 uCeem in his
book on (07( war3



On %a&e !')) while dis, ussin&the main Pakistani offensi e the author fails to
%oint out that the Pakistanis had a 7 to ( su%eriority in tanks and yet they
failedFurther he fails to %int out the fa, t that major failure of Paskistani ( st
Armoured Gi ision o,, ured ion the 2th . riGade where its , ommander

. riGadier . ashir ordered its tank re&ments e ery ni&ht to return to lea&uer
at their start %int e ery ni&ht thus abandonin& all territory they had &ined
durin& the day3

In the treatment of Chamb O%eration of ( 07( the most si&nifi, ant de, ision of
8 ajor 6 eneral Bftikhar to swit, h from North to South is not dis, ussed at
all3this was one of the most landmark o%rational de, isions in history of
Pakistan Army3the author also fails to hi&hli&nt the , owardly a, tion of then

. riGadier ; ahimuddin 9han in not joinin& ( ( ( . ri&ade on %etext of dealin&
with Shiekh 8 ujibs trial3this &eat warrior later rose to full &neral in
Pakistan Army3

Shuja also & es no thou&ht in his worthy analysis to Pakistan Armys

laun, hin&a %e-em%i e atta, k on India in Se%ember ( 07( 3this if done in
the words of Indian Commander Western Command 6 eneral Candeth would
ha e thrown all Indian %ans to atta, k Bast Pakistan to the winds 31; efers-
4he Western Front -Candeth) 3

In the , ha%er dealin& with ? 3A . hutto Shuja does not dis, uss the , adrisation
%an % 0% sed by ?A . hutto and his taskin& of Pakistan Army 8 ilitary
O%erations Gire, torate to im%ement it3this %an if im%emented would ha e
redu, ed the standin& army in size and enabled the Pakistani & ernment to
s%end more money on trainin&3this %4an was s, ra%¥ed by ?ia in (0773

On %a&e 277 he states that MAbbasi was the man who had been remo ed
from his , ommand in the 9ar&l area of 9ashmirN N N N after ha in&
undertaken an unauthorized and , ostly foray into Indian held territory in
(00" ONow this , omes strai&ht from a man who re%eatedly , laims nearly
total a, , ess to all dire, t Yarti, i%nts3

Now the fa, ts of the abo e situation3Poor 6 eneral Abbasi had done nothin&
in 9ar&il3

First the use of the word 9ar&il by Shuja Nawaz is unwarranted and irrele ant
and abo e all totally out of , ontextKAbbasils , ommand was not just 9aré&l
only but a mu, h lar&er area ix3the entire Northern Areas of Pakistan3

Se, ond the foray he Shuja refers to was not laun, hed in ( 00" but in ( 00!
when Shuja Nawazls ery own brother was the army , hiefK

4hird the foray was not as unauthorized as , laimed by Nawaz3Abbasi was
,ommandin&the FCNA, Yart of (" Cor% ; awal%ndi and his , or%



, ommander 7ieutenant 6 eneral 6 B 8 alik,a man of extreme ambition had a
ta, it understandin& with Abbasi that in , ase he su, , eeds he was a %art of
the team and if Abbasi failed 6 B did not knew about the atta, k KA ery
ty%, al and known %henomenon in all armies, or&anizations and

bureau, ra, ies all o er the world3

Fourthly %©or Abassils unauthorized foray was not in 9aré&il but in Sia, hen an
area far away from 9aré&il3

7astly Abbasi had been %, ked off to the FCNA in late ( 00" a time when
snow made any foray in 9ar&il or Sia, hen im%ossible34his ha%€ned on, e
Abbasi ex%essed disa&reement with the then , or% , ommander 2 Cor%
7ahore Alam :an 8 ehsud3the in, ident was narrated by this s, ribe to then

. riGadier Salahuddin 4irmizi llater lieutenant &eneral) Alam :an thou&ht that
Abbasi should be %©sted to FCNA where he , ould , atharsize his s%rit of :ihad
on those snowy ro, ky i, y %nna, les of Sia, hen 61a, ieratharsize he did, with
disastrous and bloody results in ( 00! Not ( 00" as this %i y to inside sour, es
in the army , laims3And that too when his brother was army , hief3A sad

refle, tion on how an o%eration was mounted by an o erzealous di isional

, ommander, with se, ret authorization of his dire, t su%erior , or%

, ommander, while kee%n& a so , alled %ofessional army , hief in absolute
darkness KA sad but lo&, al end to the , areer of Abbasi who was a more
u%i&ht and internally moti ated &eneral offi, er and shoulders abo e most of
the &eneral offi, ers that | saw in my army ser i, e3

Shuja Nawaz re%eats the abo e assertion a&in on Y%a&e3l" 0 when he states
that Mamon&the many attem%s to &in ad anta&e at 9ar&il was a failed
attem% in (00" byN N 8 ajor 6eneral ?aheer ul Islam AbbasiO3

On the same %a&e a&ain Shuja on, e a&ain re%eats the same totally in, orre, t
assertion Mvithout , learan, e from the army , hief 6 eneral 8 irza Aslam

. e&Abbasi laun, hed an atta, k on the 70CO Poor . e&the tar&et %a, ti, in&
ran&e of Shuja Nawaz had no , onne, tion with Abbasils ill fated atta, k in
(00! K. e&had retired in Au&ust (00( 3

. urhanuddin ; abbani %omoted or demoted to 8 ullah . urhanuddin ; abbani
by Shuja Nawaz on Y%a@a&e270 was the %esident of Af&anistan in (00! and
not MubseCuentO to ( 002 as stated by Shuja3

In footnoted on %@&e3dl"! Shuja Nawaz has for, ibly thrust the honour of
bein& Chief of Staff (! Cor% on 6 eneral 9akar, when he states that 9akar
ser ed as Chief of Staff of (! Cor% at Puetta under ; ahimuddin Ifamous for
not joinin& his , ommand in Chamb in ( 07( thus makin& his then

, ommandin& &eneral 8 ajor 6 eneral Bftikhar state that he would , ourt
martial this man after the war34o0 ; ahimuddinls &ood lu, k Bftikhar embra, ed
martyrdom in the war and ; ahimuddin sur i ed]3this is a fa, tual error as (!



Cor% at Puetta did not exist at that time34his , or% was raised somewhere
in (081 when ; ahimuddin was already the , hairman joint , hiefs3

In the same footnote Shuja Nawaz states that 9akar was wounded at
Chawinda in ( 0- 1 war 3When the ( 0- 1 war started 9akar was at intelli&en, e
s, hool in 8 urree3this assertion of 9akar bein& wounded while %ossible is
Cuestionable 3ts %ossible that 9akar joined his unit in later %art of the war3

On %a&e3l" 8 Nawaz states that Mone of the first a, tions in ( 028 9ashmir war
was the se, urin& of 9ar&il hei&hts by Pakistani for, es3this is a serious fa, tual
error34he first major a, tion of the ( 027-28 9ashmir war was the atta, k on

8 uzaffarabad in O, tober ( 027 and the seizin& of hei&hts near 9ar&il
ha%ened mu, h later in 8 ay ( 028 by the Bskimo For, e of 6il&it S, outs under
Ca%ain Shah 9han Ilater an air for, e offi, er] 3As a matter of fa, t 9aré&il itself
was , a%ured by the 6il&it S, outs and they had then , a%ured ? ojila Pass

and ad an, ed a, ross it3. ut all this ha%®€ened mu, h later after O, tober (0273

6 00d in details, written from the relati e, alm and safety of USA, this book
%ossibly written with &od intentions, &ot lost in the woods of details and
failed to %esent the broad %, ture3

8 any . ha&wans of military history re iewed it and failed to find any fault
with itk

On %a&e 27( Shuja &8orifies 6 eneral 9akar for ha in&no likin& for %oliti, sHe
i&nores the fa, t that 9akar was not &oomed for hi&her ranks and was
%omoted be, ause of ethni, biasesBim%y be, ause a Pashtun %esident was
, omfortable with a harmless , om%atriot3He also fails to note that 6 eneral
9akar a, ted a&ainst Nawaz Sharif not be, ause 9akar was a demo, rat but
sim%y be, ause he feared Nawaz as a threat to his , hair of army

, hief®b eneral 8 usharraf has himself a, knowled&ed in his book that 6 eneral
9akar was %aro, hial and was fa ourin& Pashtun offi, ersNo , om%iment to an
army , hief who is su%®®sed to be a mu, h bi&&er manNo wonder that 9akar
had been %a, ked off to a ba, kwater in Puetta by 6 eneral . ai&3 e, omin&

, hief was somethin&that a man of 9akars medio, re intelle, t , ould ne er

ha e ima&ined but this ha%ened only be, ause of %arty baazi in the army
and the fa, t that 6 hulam IshaC 9han wanted a Pashtun brotherFair enou&h
in a ba, kward and tribal medie aal so, iety like Pakistan K

It is my , on i, tion based on a dee%study of that %eriod,that if 9akar would
ha e been the army , hief in (00- and ( 007 6 eneral 8 usharraf or any non
Pashtun offi, er would ne er ha e be, ome the army , hief KWhy HSim%y

be, ause 8 usharraf was not a Pashtun KHere it must be noted that :ahan&ir
9aramat ,9akars su, , essor was miles abo e 9akar in intelle, t as well as

% ofessionalism3thou&h a Punjabi he was not from the more %aro, hial tra, t
of area between Chenab and Indus and thus a man with a broader outlook3ts



a tra&edy of the Pakistan Army that he be,ame a i, tim of a, ons%ra, y
made su, , essful by his own brother offi, ers in ISI , that too be, ause there
was that %aro, hial net durin&that time between the then %ime minister and
the boss of the %ime inter ser i, e se, urity a&en, y3

4he author lauds , aretaker %emier 8 oin Pureshi%s role in makin&the state
bank inde%endent but for&ets P ureshis most , ontro ersial release of

ad an, e to . ayinder 4urkey for Islamabad Peshawar 8 otorway while also
statin&that this %oje, t was une, onomi, al3this &ined nothin& but total loss
for Pakistan as . ayinder re%atriated many million dollars without doin&
anythin& and later su, , essfully sued Pakistan for hu&e damad&es in
International Court of :usti, e at Ha&ue3

On Ya&e 28" Shuja extols 4alibans wild west justi, e in han&in& Af&an
President Gr Najeeb but fails to note the alle&ation that Pakistani a&en, ies
were sus%e, ted to be behind the assasination of 8 ulla . orjan the most
Y%%ilar and inde%endent leader of the 4aliban3

On %a&e 28( Shuja Cuotes . enazir to %0 e that 6eneral 9akar was a brilliant
strate&istaVhat did . enazir know about strate&y and what strate&y did 9akar
e ersu,, essfully exe, ute other than remo in&a Punjabi 9ashmiri %ime
minister a&ainst de, ision of su%eme , ourt just to assist a fellow Pashtun
%esident3Vhat is Shuja tryin&to %o e 3

In dis, ussin&tenure of 6 eneral :aha&ir 9aramat Shuja i&nores totally the
Ukrainian tank deal , ommissionsNawaz Sharif the then %ime minister
tasked ISl to laun, h an in esti&ation3 ajor 6 eneral ? ulfiCar then in ISI was
tasked to in estiGatede went to Ukraine and Azerbaijan and , om%iled a

thi, k olume on the whole transa, tion and , ommissions taken3this was used
by Nawaz later and one of the reasons why 9aramat Cui, kly ste%ed
down3the information was & en by a staff offi, er from Cor% of Bn&ineers of
major rank with G6 ISI of that time and , onfirmed by an Intelli&en, e . ureau
offi, er3t is stran&e that Shuja Nawaz who seems to know e eryone who
matters fails to dis, uss this serious issue3r %erha% he su, , umbed to the

, ons%ra, y of silen, eParamat was betrayed by his brother offi, ers and that
too just out of selfish moti es to %ease the then %ime ministerNot out of
any national moti es3

As an offi, er who ser ed from ( 08( to ( 088 how would | sum u%the Pakistan
Army3

(08( to (08) a, hea%em%hasis on bein& &od 8 uslim, &owin& a beard to
&et a &ood re%ort from ?iaFurther ?ia used reli&on to &et dollars3this was
the basi, moti ation3



. e&s time saw for the first time a tradition of some, riti, ism bein&
a, , e%edAn effort was made to introdu, e the , ulture of intelle, tual honesty
in the army3

Asif Nawaz time saw em%hasis on star, h but no , han&e in the army3VNe did
not see any %ofessional , han&e in Asif Nawaz5 Asif Nawazs time other than
introdu, tion of %eak , a%in the uniform

9akars time saw %aro, hialism %ar ex, ellen, e with a , hief at the head who
used to , ount, herries in his &arden and was u%et when some &uards ate
some3 4his first hand a, , ount was & en to me in Okara in :une ( 00) when
9akar was the army , hief and at the hei&ht of his Yower by a 7ieutenant
Colonel Feroz , an offi, er from FF ; e&ment , whose unit %o ided 9akars
&uard while he was a , or% , ommander in Puetta] A %etty man ele ated to
the hi&hest rank3No wonder he was non %liti, al be, ause in the heart of his
hearts he must ha e thanked his stars that he be, ame a four star &neral3An
authority no less than 6 eneral 8 usharraf has stated in his book that 9A9A;
WAS PA; OCHIA7 3In this , ase 8 usharraf has hit the nail ri&ht on the head3

9aramat | did not see in ser i, e and did not ser e with so |, annot , omment
but is re%orted to be a mild man3® usharraf as | saw him as a major &eneral
was flashy,extro ert,e&oisti, but dynami, 3the %esent army from what |
learn from ser in& offi, ers is a&ain business as usualNothin& mu, h to write
about3the a&en, ies off , ourse %ay the usual & mes for money and for their
own naukri and Islam bein& misused for o%erational reasons3

4he most serious , riti, ism of Shuja%s analysis is in treatment of Islami,
fundamentalism in the army3®huja on Y%a@&e 181 , onsoles the audien, e of his
book that Islami, fundamentalism is still not a threat in Pakistan Army3Xhuja
i&nores the more dan&erous fa, t that the army has misused Islam as a
slo&n to mobilise the %%uila, e to a, hie e its narrow institutional
a&enda3this is more dan&erous than bein& IslamistNow this %li, y may &o
out of , ontrol3 i&ht from ?ia in (077 the army &enerals used Islam as a
slo&an to fi&ht a % oxy war in Indian 9ashmir and Af&hanistan® ents may
%o e that this would be the undoin& of Pakistan as it stands in its %esent
formNow Pakistan is %er, ei ed in the west as %art of the %oblem and not
the solution®arti, ularly its army and intelli&en, e a&en, ies are seen as the
heart of the % oblem3ndia is , ontinuously %e%arin&for a war althou&h a low
intensity one and no solution has been a, hie ed in 9ashmirAf&hanistan is
in, reasin8y hostile and a stran&e but o0&, al Indian-; ussian-lranian-NA4O un
de, lared strate&i, allian, e has , ome into %a, e in Af&hanistan a&ainst



Pakistan3All these are serious de elo%mnents3lhe , omin&ten years may
indi, ate this assertion3

4he Pakistan Army and its &nerals may be remembered in history as one of
the reasons for . alkanisation of PakistanqNot a &od omen for Pakistan3the
army5 in ol ement in Pakistan® %liti, s and & ernment is now a serious
reason of imbalan, e for Pakistans %liti, al system3INo ho%e a%ears in siéht
as we hear rumours that the a&en, ies are still a, ti e in destabilisin&
Pakistans own ele, ted & ernment3

Shuja has burnt his midni&ht oil3He has , om%led and , olle, ted all the fa, ts
in a ni, e way but his analysis has been shallow3Ne ex%, ted somethin&far
more %ofound than this3 "" %a&es written in ain3



